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IMMIGRATION 


Moving  Up  the  Educational  Ladder 


Sai  Fei  Wu 


By  Richard  Goldberg 

In  the  past  five  years,  many  students  from  the 
Asian  American  Civic  Association  (AACA) 
have  made  successful  transitions  from 
Chinatown  English  classes  to  job  training, 
employment,  and  community  colleges.  This  year, 
three  people  are  choosing  the  path  of  continuing 
their  education  at  local  four-year  colleges  and 
universities.  Each  story  is  one  of  perseverance 
and  planning,  constantly  juggling  the  responsi¬ 
bilities  of  jobs,  children,  and  school,  meeting  the 
challenges  of  a  new  language  and  culture,  and 
eventually  earning  associate’s  degrees  from 
Bunker  Hill  Community  College  this  past  May. 
Each  student  has  a  different  take  on  how  to  be 
successful. 

An  Uphill  Climb 
Ri  Wen  (Merry)  Ling 
arrived  in  America  on 
Feb.  1,  1983  from 
Shenzhen,  China,  a 
rapidly  developing  city 
not  far  from  Hong  Kong. 

“When  I  was  17  years 
old,  I  was  forced  to  say 
good-bye  to  the  high 
school  at  which  I  studied 
for  only  one  year.  I  had 
to  help  my  mother  sup¬ 
port  my  family  after  my  _ 

father  died.  Then  I  worked 
four  years  on  an  assembly  line.  Although  I  was 
tired  out  after  a  day’s  work,  I  took  every  advan¬ 
tage  to  study  in  my  spare  time.  It  took  me  four 
years  of  part-time  study  to  get  a  precious  high 
school  diploma  in  1988.  Besides  that,  I  learned 
computer,  accounting,  and  typing.” 

Like  so  many  other  immigrants,  Merry  came  to 
the  United  States  to  seek  a  better  life.  “It  took 
me  two  and  a  half  years  to  reach  America  with¬ 
out  seeing  my  husband  once  after  marriage.” 

She  realized  that  education  would  be  her  ticket. 

“I  will  not  make  a  situation  improve  unless  I 
study.  In  China,  people  tend  to  get  things  done 
under  the  counter.  The  government  corruption  is 
unbearable,  so  I  had  little  opportunity  to  improve 
myself.  I’d  like  my  mind  to  be  developed.”  After 
only  about  two  weeks  in  America,  she  found 
AACA  and  the  English  Transitional  Program, 
which  helped  her  plan  for  the  future.  “The  pro¬ 
gram  encouraged  me  to  go  to  college.  I  wouldn’t 
have  known  that  before.  In  China,  I  never 
expected  to  go  to  college.” 

Higher  Education 

Merry  began  studying  at  Bunker  Hill  after  get¬ 
ting  a  near-perfect  score  on  the  college’s  English 
placement  test.  Despite  her  skill  in  her  second 
language,  the  regular  college  English  courses 
were  daunting.  “College  Writing  was  especially 
tough.  I  didn’t  know  what  to  write  or  about 
things  in  the  USA.  I  just  got  here.” 

She  earned  a  B-  in  that  course,  a  respectable 
grade  given  the  fact  that  during  the  semester  she 
was  also  finishing  an  office  skills  training  pro¬ 
gram  at  Action  for  Boston  Community 
Development.  That  experience  led  to  a  series  of 
data  entry  and  clerical  jobs.  She  continued  to 
study  at  Bunker  Hill  part-time  but  switched  to 
full-time  during  her  last  three  semesters  so  she 
could  graduate  with  an  associate  in  science 
degree  in  business  administration/accounting  in 
May.  For  the  past  year,  Merry  has  worked  part- 
time  in  the  office  of  a  certified  public  accountant 
in  Everett,  doing  journal  entries,  preparing 
financial  statements,  and  doing  personal  income 
taxes.  She  will  continue  to  study  accounting  at 
Northeastern  University  this  fall.  “Almost  all  of 
my  Bunker  Hill  credits  were  accepted.  I  hope  to 
be  a  CPA  someday,  maybe  in  Chinatown,  where  I 
can  use  my  bilingual  ability.” 

Merry,  who  has  a  6-year-old  daughter,  Shu  Yi, 
also  talked  about  the  importance  of  religion  in 
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her  life.  ‘1  go  to  the  Boston  Chinese  Evangelical 
Chinch  regularly.  I  feel  that  I  have  something.  I 
don’t  want  to  mess  up  my  life.”  Her  advice  is  to 
be  persistent  and  continue  to  learn.  You’re  never 
too  old.” 

A  Different  Journey 

For  Sai  Fei  (Sophia)  Wu,  her  American  journey 
has  been  anything  but  typical,  although  it  bares 
some  similarity  to  Ri  Wen  Ling’s  immigration 
experience.  There  has  been  a  lengthy  (and  ongo¬ 
ing)  separation  from  her  hus¬ 
band  and  several  trips  back  to 
China  before  graduating  from 
Bunker  Hill  with  an  associate 
in  arts  degree  in  two  majors, 
computer  science  and  mathe¬ 
matics.  She  arrived  in  the 
United  States  in  April,  1992 
from  Ningbo  (near  Shanghai), 
where  she  had  worked  as  a 
junior  high  school  math  teacher 
for  three  years  before  her  immi¬ 
gration.  She  did  not  like  the 
idea  of  leaving  her  husband,  who 
has  a  good  job  as  an  accountant  in  a  construction 
company.  “We  had  no  choice;  it  was  a  very  long 
wait  to  immigrate.  If  I  had  stayed  in  China,  I 
risked  losing  my  chance  of  coming  to  America.” 
During  her  first  year  in  this  country,  she  worked 
as  a  waitress  in  several  Boston-area  Chinese 
restaurants.  I  couldn’t  understand  the  customers 
very  well.  It  was  then  that  I  knew  I  had  to  keep 
studying.” 

A  Different  Path 

A  year  after  her  arrival,  Sophia  enrolled  in 
AACA’s  English  Transitional  Program  to  improve 
her  English.  Toward  the  end  of  the  class  cycle, 
while  expecting  her  first  child,  she  took  Bunker 
Hill’s  Enghsh  placement 
test  and  scored  high 
enough  to  begin  study¬ 
ing  in  the  college’s  regu¬ 
lar  academic  program. 

In  September,  1993,  her 
first  semester,  she  was 
a  full-time  student,  tak¬ 
ing  two  computer  cours¬ 
es,  calculus,  and  College 
Writing  I,  considered 
one  of  the  more  difficult 
courses  for  students  who 
do  not  speak  Enghsh  as 
their  first  language.  “The 

college  Enghsh  courses  were  very  challenging  for 
me.  When  I  first  came  to  the  United  States,  I 
tried  to  read  novels  in  Enghsh,  but  it  was  very 
difficult.  Fortunately,  I  had  a  very  good  litera¬ 
ture  teacher  at  Bunker  Hill.  He  was  very  strict 
and  forced  us  to  read  one  book  per  week.  I 
became  more  confident  and  liked  it  so  much  that 
I  took  another  Enghsh  course  with  the  same 
teacher.” 

Looking  Ahead 

Sophia  expects  her  husband  to  join  her  and 
their  daughter,  Lucy,  now  three  and  a  half,  in 
America  later  this  year  or  early  in  1998.  “We 
write  and  call  each  other  a  lot.  I  tell  him  to  study 
Enghsh,  read  books  and  see  Enghsh  movies 
before  he  immigrates  here.”  She  will  continue 
her  education  as  a  part-time  student  at 
UMass/Boston  this  September,  while  keeping  her 
job  as  a  production  operator  at  ASE  Americas, 
Inc.,  a  scientific  company  in  Billerica.  ‘1  will  be 
an  applied  math  major,  but  I  will  also  take  some 
computer  courses.  I  think  it  will  be  easy  for  me  to 
get  a  degree  from  a  university.  I’m  a  lot  more 
confident  now.  Even  though  Enghsh  is  not  my 
first  language,  I’d  still  like  to  be  a  teacher  some 
day.” 

Starting  Over 

Suttipong  Sukijthamapan  has  traveled  a  much 
different  route,  from  Thailand  to  Boston,  from 
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Enghsh  classes  at  AACA  to  Bunker  Hill  and  then 
to  Salem  State  College,  where  he  will  enroll  as  a 
computer  science  major  in  September.  Although 
he  already  had  a  bachelor’s  degree  in  statistics 
from  his  native  country,  Suttipong  decided  to 
start  over.  His  goal  is  to  get  another  bachelor’s 
degree  here  so  that  he  can  eventually  get  a  mas¬ 
ter’s  degree  in  computer  science. 

Less  than  an  year  after  arriving  in  America  in 
January,  1983,  Suttipong  enrolled  in  AACA’s 

Enghsh  Transitional 
Program.  ‘1  felt  my  Enghsh 
was  not  good  enough.  The 
program  helped  me  get  into 
Bunker  Hill  in  July,  1994. 
Since  his  arrival,  he  has 
worked  as  a  waiter  in  a 
Thai  restaurant  with  his 
uncle  who  is  part-owner. 
The  job  has  helped  him 
improve  his  Enghsh  and 
make  new  friends.  “As  I 
work,  I  can  improve  my 
speaking  and  listening.  I  get 
a  lot  of  knowledge  from  the  customers,  some  of 
whom  are  now  my  friends.” 

Deja  Vu 

When  Suttipong  enrolled  at  Bunker  Hill,  he 
had  to  take  some  ESL  courses.  “It  seemed  like  I 
had  already  studied  it,  but  I  did  well  enough  that 
a  teacher  recommended  me  to  go  into  the  regular 
cohege  classes.  I  chose  computer  science,  which 
was  my  background.”  He  had  been  a  programmer 
at  a  law  office  in  Bangkok.  “I  learned  different 
computer  languages  here,  starting  from  the 
beginning  with  C  language  and  PASCAL  My 
background  really  helped  me.” 

He  said  he  never  thought  about  giving  up  over 
the  three  years  it  took  him  to  get 
his  associate’s  degree.  “Education 
can  give  me  more  opportunities  in 
my  life.  The  more  knowledge,  the 
more  challenges,  and  the  more  jobs 
you  can  get.  Enghsh  was  the  key  to 
open  the  door.  If  you  don’t  have  the 
key,  you  will  lose  a  lot  of  opportu¬ 
nities.  I  was  lucky  to  have  some 
good  teachers  at  Bunker  Hill  who 
patiently  answered  all  of  my  ques¬ 
tions.  I  want  to  get  a  master’s 
degree  in  computer  science  at 
UMass/Boston.  I  don’t  know  when 


1  will  finish,  but  that’s  my  goal.” 

Advice  for  Newcomers 

All  three  students  were  asked  what  advice  they 
would  give  to  immigrant  adults  now  studying 
Enghsh  at  AACA.  Sai  Fei  Wu  says  “it’s  impor¬ 
tant  to  keep  studying.  I  never  considered  quitting 
ESL.  I  studied  very  hard  [to  get  my  associate’s 
degree].  I  just  like  to  study  to  learn.”  Ri  Wen 
Ling  says  she  was  very  realistic.  I  changed  my 
major  from  psychology  to  management  to 
accounting.  I  think  accounting  or  computer  sci¬ 
ence  are  very  good  fields  for  immigrants  to  go 
into.  You  should  always  try  for  an  A,  but  don’t 
think  about  grades  too  much.  Grades  are  not 
everything.  If  I  do  my  best,  then  I  will  reach  my 
goal.” 

Suttipong  Sukijthamapan  had  some  advice  for 
Asian  male  immigrants,  many  of  whom  find  it 
very  difficult  to  leave  the  world  of  restaurant 
work  and  a  steady  income  to  support  their  fami¬ 
lies.  “I  would  say  do  both.  Get  an  education  and 
work  in  the  restaurant.  I  never  think  I  will  be 
working  in  a  restaurant  until  I  am  40  or  50.  I 
have  to  get  a  high  skill  level  of  work.  You  have  to 
think  about  the  future,  not  just  the  present.  If 
you  say  you  just  want  a  job,  I  want  to  encourage 
you  to  increase  your  opportunities.” 


August  Moon  Festival  in  Quincy:  Aug.  3,  12 
noon  to  4  P.M.  at  North  Quincy  High  School. 
Family  entertainment  for  all  age  groups,  including 
a  performance  by  singer/songwriter  Kevin  So. 
Vendors  and  information  tables  will  also  be  avail¬ 
able.  For  information  call  Job  Chan  at  472-6027. 


CALENDAR 

Information  Sought:  The  Mission  Institute  of 
Boston  is  seeking  information  on  Sgt.  Boston 
Corbett,  who  lived  in  several  locations  in  and  near 
Chinatown  in  South  Cove  from  1846  to  1853. 
Corbett  was  the  Union  Cavalry  trooper  who  shot 
John  Wilkes  Booth,  President  Lincoln's  assassin  in 


1865.  A  trove  of  286  strange  items  in  silver  were 
unearthed  by  a  construction  crew  in  the  South 
Cove  area,  and  is  currently  under  study  by  the 
Institute  to  determine  if  they  were  crafted  by 
Corbett.  Send  responses  to  David  Morrissey- 
Payne,  The  Mission  Institute,  43  Woodglen  Rd., 
Boston,  MA  02136. 
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Alan  Yen's  Unusual  Planet 


( Alan  Yen  is  the  owner  of  Cindy’s  Planet,  a  restaurant  at  Tyler  Street  in 
Boston’s  Chinatown.  Yen  lives  with  his  wife  and  two  children  across  the  street 
from  his  Chinatown  shop.  This  is  the  first  in  a  series  of  recorded  interviews 
on  life  in  the  Asian  community.) 

I  came  here  from  Hong  Kong  in  1980  with  my  mother.  It  was  the  winter 
time.  When  I  stepped  out  of  the  airport  it  was  so  cold.  The  first  few  weeks 
it  was  very  uncomfortable  because  I  didn’t  know  the  language  at  all.  I 
could  only  go  into  McDonald’s  and  buy  a  hamburger.  So  I  was  stuck  in 
Chinatown  for  a  few  months  andl  was  getting  so  bored.  I  was  18  years  old 
and  living  in  Tai  Tung  Village. 

When  I  came  here  my  sister  told  me  to  work  in  a  laundry,  but  I  avoided  it. 
When  I  tried  to  find  a  school,  they 
sent  me  down  to  Charlestown  High 
School.  At  the  time  whites  and 
blacks  were  fighting  with  each  other 
there,  so  I  quit  after  a  month  and 
transferred  to  Brookline  High  School 
I  felt  like  Charlestown  High  was  a 
jail.  Every  single  stairway  had  a 
police  officer  standing  there.  I  was  so 
afraid,  so  uncomfortable.  You  had  to 
get  a  pass  to  go  to  the  bathroom.  Sol 
transferred  to  Brookline  High  School, 
which  is  more  like  the  kind  of  school 
I  like.  There  was  also  no  bilingual 
education  over  there,  so  it  forced  me 
to  speak  English  and  learn  it.  Every 
day  I  spoke  for  six  hours.  I  had  to 
talk  to  my  teachers  and  my  class¬ 
mates.  It  took  me  about  six  years  to 
learn  English.  When  you’re  in  bilin¬ 
gual  education  you  think  and  trans- 
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I  was  in  high  school  for  six  years,  and  was  the  oldest  one  in  the  school. 
When  I  graduated  in  1987  I  was  almost  25  years  old.  I  stopped  school  for  one 
year  because  I  didn’t  have  any  money.  At  that  time  I  lived  by  myself  because 
my  mother  had  gone  back  to  Hong  Kong.  My  family  had  a  problem  there  so 
she  went  back.  I  lived  with  my  sister,  but  my  sister  got  marriedand  had  a 
family.  It  was  very  uncomfortable  living  with  another  family,  so  I  moved  out 
and  rented  an  apartment.  By  that  time  apartments  were  200  something  dol¬ 
lars  for  one  bedroom.  I  rented  an  apartment  in  Brookline  and  got  a  part-time 
job  in  a  Chinese  restaurant.  It  was  in  Weymouth,  and  I  started  out  in  the 
kitchen.  I  washed  the  dishes;  I  chopped  the  onions;  I  cleaned  up.  The  chef 
liked  me  so  he  taught  me  how  to  cook.  The  pay  was  like  $300  a  month,  but 
they  let  you  eat  twice  a  day.  It  was  full  time,  but  they  let  you  learn  over 
there;  they  didn’t  really  hire  you. 

So  after  a  half  year  I  learned  something  and  they  sent  me  down  to  the  Chop 
Sticks  restaurant  on  Cape  Cod.  I  worked  there  for  $700.  They  had  a  mini  van 
and  picked  me  up.  I  worked  there  for  a  half  year  and  then  went  back  to  the 
old  restaurant.  The  manager  sent  me  out  to  the  dining  room  to  learn  how  to 
be  a  waiter.  I  learned  a  lot  about  being  a  waiter  there.  I  made  a  little  money 
and  I  saved  up.  I  quit  the  job  after  about  a  year  because  I  was  still  studying. 
After  two  years  in  high  school  I  had  stopped  going  because  I  had  to  work. 
When  I  went  back  to  school  I  worked  part-time  near  Worcester  in  Hopkinton. 

I  worked  there  for  almost  five  years  on  weekends  while  I  was  going  to  school. 

In  the  summertime  I  worked  there  full-time.  I  did  a  lot  of  things:  waiter,  bar¬ 
tender,  manager.  The  boss  was  nice  to  me. 

I  didn’t  really  want  to  go  to  school  - 1  don’t  know  why.  I’m  not  the  type  of 
person  to  go  to  school.  I  hate  to  read.  I  get  tired  every  time  I  have  to  pick  up 
a  book.  But  I  forced  myself  to  finish  school  and  get  a  degree.  At  least  I  would 
have  a  high  school  degree.  By  1987,  things  had  changed  for  me.  I  thought 
about  going  to  college,  but  I  didn’t  have  the  money.  So  I  joined  the  army, 
though  I  ended  up  not  going.  My  counselor  said  I  shouldn’t  go.  She  said  you 
can  get  a  loan  from  the  bank.  But  don’t  go  in  the  reserves,  she  said.  She 
talked  to  me  a  lot. 

I  did  go  to  Bunker  Hill  Community  College,  though.  I  got  a  two-year 
degree  in  graphic  design.  I  like  drawing.  My  drawing  is  pretty  good.  I  have  a 
good  hand- skill.  So  I  studied  graphic  design  for  two  years  and  got  all  A+’s, 
but  in  English  I  did  poorly  and  got  C-’s  and  B’s.  My  thinking  is  better  than 
my  reading.  I  always  feel  I  have  a  good  future  -  I  don’t  know  why.  After 
Bunker  Hill,  I  worked  at  a  full  time  job.  I  worked  in  restaurants  in 
Framingham,  Malden,  and  finally  at  the  China  Pearl  in  Chinatown.  I  worked 
there  and  met  my  wife  Cindy.  So  everything  was  pretty  good.  My  life  was 
better.  I  changed  a  lot  working  there.  I  worked  there  for  six  years.  I  went 
from  being  a  waiter  to  being  the  captain  of  the  waiters.  Once  you  work  in  the 
dining  room,  you  don’t  want  to  go  back  to  the  kitchen. 

A  year  and  a  half  ago  I  was  still  working  at  China  Pearl.  But  at  that  time 
the  economy  was  not  good  at  all;  I  wasn’t  making  any  money  -  $20  or  $30  a 
day.  I  was  living  across  the  street  from  here,  and  every  time  I  walked  by  I 
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saw  the  closed  store;  I  knew  that  no  one  wanted  it.  In  my  mind  I  said,  'This 
store  is  not  bad  at  all  because  it  faces  the  hospital  and  all  the  neighbors  are 
at  the  back.  So  I  thought  about  opening  up  a  store  -  a  little  restaurant,  an 
ice-cream  place  maybe.  So  I  talked  to  the  landlord,  but  I  didn’t  have  that 
much  money.  I  used  all  my  savings  to  open  this  store.  To  tell  you  the  truth, 
when  I  opened  up  this  restaurant  I  didn’t  know  what  to  do.  I  was  so  scared. 
I  renovated  this  restaurant  for  almost  half  a  year.  I  did  half  the  work  and 
two  other  people  did  the  rest.  I  didn’t  have  the  money  to  hire  a  big  construc¬ 
tion  company.  All  the  licenses  I  got  myself.  I  was  lucky  and  got  the  store 
open,  but  I  still  had  a  problem:  I  didn’t  have  a  cook.  I  cannot  cook  the  real 
Chinatown  thing,  so  I  thought:  ‘Why  not  do  the  barbecue?  That  way  you  don’t 
have  to  cook  all  the  tune.’  At  home  I  cook  pretty  well.  The  pork  chops  here 

are  my  best  seller  because  I  cook 
pork  chops  at  home  all  the  time  and 
my  wife  and  kids  like  them.  So  I 
moved  the  pork  chops  to  the  restau¬ 
rant.  All  the  people  -  the  American 
people  and  Chinese  people  -  accept 
them.  I  know  I’m  the  first  restaurant 
in  Chinatown  where  barbecue  is  the 
main  thing. 

I  don’t  know  what  kind  of  food  we 
serve  right  now.  When  I  use  a  sauce 
it’s  like  a  Chinese  thing,  but  the 
shish  kebob  and  the  barbecue  dishes 
are  like  an  American  style.  I  combine 
it,  just  like  this  store.  The  Chinese 
people  know  we’re  selling  specialized 
ice-cream.  You  learn  it  and  improve 
it.  I  spend  a  lot  of  time  thinking 
about  it.  We  carry  mango,  red  bean, 
coconut  and  taro  ice-cream.  We’re  the 
only  one.  There’s  one  store  that  sells 
red  bean  and  mango  ice-cream,  but  it’s 
made  with  mango  base  and  color.  We  don’t  use  color  and  we  don’t  use  mango 
base;  we  make  only  natural  ice-cream.  We  rim  out  of  ice-cream  all  the  time. 

The  other  restaurant  people  think  I’m  crazy  because  no  one  ever  opened  a 
restaurant  at  this  end  of  Tyler  Street.  They  think  there’s  no  business;  they 
think  I’m  crazy  to  spend  money  to  open  a  store  here.  They  call  it  a  junk  store 
down  here.  But  we’re  doing  pretty  well  right  now.  The  hospital  people  like  it. 
We  cook  it  fresh.  From  morning  till  noon  hospital  people  come  here.  Ninety 
percent  are  Americans.  At  about  3  o’clock  we  have  kids  -  there’s  Chinese 
school  next  door.  At  night  it’s  a  combination  of  older  Chinese  people  and  peo¬ 
ple  from  the  hospital  emergency  room. 

I  have  two  kids:  one  boy  and  one  girl.  I  five  with  them  and  my  wife  in  like 
a  450-square-foot  space  across  the  street.  It’s  really  crowded  when  you  have 
two  kids  running  around  and  you  have  a  lot  of  toys.  It’s  very  crazy.  But  I  try 
to  clean  it  up  all  the  time.  It’s  close  to  my  work.  That’s  the  main  thing.  I’ve 
lived  in  real  nice  spaces,  like  in  Chestnut  Hill  where  I  paid  a  $1000  in  rent 
a  month.  I  lived  there  for  like  three  years.  But  I  thought:  'Why  spend  $1000 
in  rent?  Why  don’t  you  spend  it  on  something  else?’  So  I  moved  down  here. 
It’s  not  bad.  I  like  Chinatown.  The  room  is  too  small,  but  the  area  is  not  bad 
at  all.  It’s  close  to  my  work  and  easy  to  find  food  when  you’re  hungry.  Tyler 
Street  is  not  bad  at  all.  What  I  first  noticed  about  Chinatown  was  that  it  was 
real  dirty  and  old  and  no  one  cared  about  it.  But  now  it’s  changed  a  lot. 
They’ve  opened  up  a  lot  of  new  stores,  a  lot  of  new  restaurants.  They  also 
have  the  travelers  come  in.  Before  they  used  to  say  Chinatown  had  a  lot  of 
hookers,  but  now  Washington  Street  has  been  cleaned  up  a  lot.  This  year  this 
street  is  better  than  last  year.  We  complained  a  lot  to  911  about  the  prosti¬ 
tutes  at  night.  But  this  year  I  don’t  see  them  that  much. 

This  store  is  my  future.  I  put  all  the  things  I  know  in  my  life  into  this  store. 

I  came  here  when  I  was  18  years  old.  Now  I’m  a  36-year-old  man.  Whatever 
I  learned  in  those  18  years  I  put  into  this  store.  We’re  doing  pretty  well.  But 
I’m  stuck.  I’m  scared  of  the  future.  Right  now  I  don’t  make  any  money.  Work 
and  sleep,  work  and  sleep  every  day.  I  stay  here  for  13  hours  a  day. 

From  the  first  day  I  came  here  I’ve  been  in  the  restaurants.  I  opened  the 
store  seven  months  ago,  but  I  don’t  charge  much;  I  don’t  make  that  much 
profit.  I  don’t  know  the  future.  If  I  make  money  I  will  open  another  restau¬ 
rant.  But  as  far  as  the  future  goes,  I  tell  you  I’m  scared. 

I  want  to  go  into  a  franchise,  push  out  this  restaurant  name. “Cindy’s 
Planet”  is  really  different  from  other  names  in  Chinatown.  Cindy’s  my  wife’s 
name.  Little  kids  will  remember  “Cindy’s  Planet.”  At  first  we  chose  the  “plan¬ 
et,”  but  we  didn’t  choose  “Cindy.”  We  chose  something  like  Uncle  David.  But 
it  didn’t  sound  right.  Finally  we  chose  my  wife’s  name  because  my  wife  and 
I  bought  this  restaurant.  In  the  future  I’d  still  like  to  open  another  restau¬ 
rant.  But  when  I  open  it,  I  would  choose  an  up-scale  place  like  Newbury 
Street  or  Brookline  so  we  can  do  better.  One  day  I  hope  you  can  find  Cindy’s 
Planet  all  over  Boston. 

-Interview  by  Robert  O’Malley 


Something  New  in  the  Sampan 

Get  Ready  for  the  New  Sampan  Feature  Appearing  in  the  Second  Issue  of  Each  Month. 

This  New  Addition  to  the  Sampan  Will  he  Inaugurated  on  September  19th  with  a  Personal  Finance  Feature 
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Asian  Americans  in  the  Newsroom 


Six  Portraits  of  Asian  Journalists  Working  in  Boston 


By  Cecilia  Wong 


Asian- American  Journalists  Hold  National  Conference  in  Boston  This  Month 


For  the  first  time  in  its  16-year  history,  the  Asian  American 

Journalists  Association  (AAJA)  will  hold  its  national  convention 
in  Boston.  The  event,  which  will  be  held  August  13  -  16  at  the 
Boston  Park  Plaza  Hotel,  will  attract  hundreds  of  Asian-American  jur- 
nalists  from  across  the  country. 

Titled  “ The  Road  to  Revolution”  to  highlight  Boston’s  revolutionary 
history  and  the  technological  changes  sweeping  the  news  industry, 
this  year’s  convention  will  focus  on  diversity  in  the  workplace  and 
offer  workshops,  training  sessions,  a  job  fair,  and  entertainment.  The 
convention  also  has  a  Students  Project  in  which  students  from  across 
the  country  are  brought  to  the  convention  to  study  and  work  with  pro¬ 
fessionals.  A  high-point  of  the  convention  will  be  a  Gala  Scholarship 
and  Awards  Banquet  to  raise  money  for  AAJA’s  scholarship  fund. 

Attending  the  convention  will  be  high-profile  Asian  journalists  such 
as  Connie  Chung,  who  will  moderate  the  convention’s  second  plenary 
session,  and  Washington  State  Governor  Gary  Locke,  who  will  give 
the  keynote  speech  at  the  banquet. 


Founded  in  1981  by  a  small  group  of  journalists  in  Los  Angeles, 
AAJA  has  grown  to  include  1,900  members  and  17  chapters.  The 
organization’s  mission  is  to  encourage  young  Asian  Pacific  Americans 
to  become  journalists;  increase  the  number  of  Asian  American 
reporters  and  managers  in  the  industry;  and  work  for  fair  and  accu¬ 
rate  coverage  of  Asian  Americans  in  the  press. 

AAJA ’s  transformation  into  a  national  organization  began  in  1 985 
when  chapters  were  formed  in  San  Francisco  and  Sacramento.  Today, 
AAJA’s  largest  chapters  are  in  New  York,  San  Francisco,  Los  Angeles, 
and  Washington,  DC.  AAJA  also  has  an  Asian  chapter  in  Hong  Kong 
to  serve  journalists  working  overseas.  (People  interested  in  volunteer¬ 
ing  or  finding  out  more  about  the  convention  should  call  440-6556.) 

To  introduce  readers  to  the  work  of  Asian  American  journalists, 
this  edition  of  the  Sampan  offers  profiles  of  six  Asian-American  jour¬ 
nalists  who  have  been  working  in  the  Boston  area.  These  journalists 
have  been  working  in  newspapers,  on-line  publishing,  video  produc¬ 
tion,  and  radio  and  television  broadcasting. 


Sara  Ting 

A  veteran  reporter  at  Channel  7  (WHDH-TV), 
Sara  Ting  has  been  hosting  and  producing 
the  weekly  Urban  Update  program  for  the 
last  15  years.  Four  days  a  week,  Ting  heads  for 
the  TV  station  at  Bullfinch  Place  near  City  Hall 
Plaza  to  coordinate  her  show. 

‘1  like  what  I’m  doing,”  said  Ting,  whose  goal  is 
to  bring  “positive”  and  “inspiring”  stories  to  her 
viewers  and  to  the  Asian  community.  Ting’s  con¬ 
cept  of  the  Asian  community  includes  not  only 
American-born  Chinese  and  Chinese  from  Hong 
Kong,  mainland  China,  and  Taiwan,  but  also 
Vietnamese,  Cambodians,  Koreans,  Japanese, 
and  Filipinos. 

Ting  said  she  is  not  afraid  of  being  “pigeonholed” 
as  a  minority  journalist.  In  fact,  she  said,  she 
actively  seeks  out  stories  that  allow  her  to  put  an 
“Asian”  or  “multicultural”  spin  on  her  reporting.  ‘1 
have  a  lot  of  freedom  and  flexibility,  and  I’ve  made 
a  lot  of  contacts  in  the  community,”  she  said. 

The  American-born  Ting  has  lived  in  Boston  for 
most  of  her  life.  She  started  her  journalism  career 
in  radio  in  1979  before  moving  on  to  television. 
She  apprenticed  at  a  local  cable  television  station 
before  breaking  into  the  major  market  in  Boston. 
At  the  cable  station,  she  produced  two  public 
affairs  shows  and  often  worked  long  hours  (from  8 
a  m.  to  10  p.m.)  with  very  low  pay. 

Ting  said  she  realizes  that  television  is  a  very 
“powerful  vehicle”  that  can  reach  a  large  number 
of  people  -  “the  masses,”  she  says.  Consequently, 
she  believes  her  role  as  television  reporter  entails 
tremendous  responsibility:  “My  role  as  a  TV 
reporter  is  not  only  limited  to  presenting  a  prob¬ 
lem,  but  [also  involves]  going  beyond  the  prob¬ 
lem,”  Ting  said.  “My  whole  reason  for  doing  a 
story  is  to  bring  more  positive  and  uplifting  mes¬ 
sages  to  people,  instead  of  creating  fear  or  miscon¬ 
ceptions  in  them.” 

As  an  example  of  how  even  tragic  stories  can 
communicate  positive  messages,  Ting  recalls  a 
story  she  did  several  years  ago  involving  a  young 
Filipino  man  who  was  infected  with  AIDS.  “It  was 
a  story  that  shows  the  impact  of  AIDS  in  the 
Boston  Asian  community,  “  she  said.  It  was  an 
“untold  story,  because  most  Asians  are  uncomfort¬ 
able  talking  about  it  publicly.  Although  the  man 
has  since  died,  Ting  believes  the  story  had  several 
positive  outcomes:  It  gave  an  Asian  man  the 
chance  to  talk  about  a  taboo  subject  within  the 
context  of  the  Asian  community,  showed  how  the 
young  man  had  the  courage  to  tell  his  family,  and 
prodded  him  to  confront  the  issue  by  talking  about 
it  publicly. 

“The  story  shows  that  no  one  in  the  Asian  com¬ 
munity  is  immune  to  the  disease,”  said  Ting,  who 
also  invited  a  nurse  from  South  Cove  Community 
Health  Center  in  Chinatown  to  talk  about  AIDS 
prevention  on  the  show. 

Ting  encourages  more  young  people  -  particular¬ 
ly  men  -  to  enter  television  journalism.  While  she 
laments  the  fact  that  there  are  so  few  Asian  males 
on  screen  today,  she  believes  they  would  have  a 
greater  chance  of  getting  hired  if  more  of  them 
sought  jobs  in  television  journalism  Stations,  she 
pointed  out,  generally  pick  reporters  from  an 
existing  pool,  so  the  more  Asian  males  in  the  pool 
the  greater  their  chance  of  being  hired  She  also 


wonders  if  the  limited  number  of  Asian  men  on 
screen  has  anything  to  do  with  the  way  Asian 
males  are  perceived  in  society.  Are  Asian  males 
perceived  to  have  the  kind  of  mass  appeal  sought 
in  TV  reporters  and  anchors,  or  are  they  instead 
perceived  to  be  good  mathematicians  and  scien¬ 
tists? 

For  those  who  have  set  their  hearts  on  pursuing 
a  career  in  television,  Ting’s  advice  is  to  keep  try- 


Sara  Ting 


ing.  Job  seekers,  she  said,  should  be  patient  and 
willing  to  do  less-than-ideal  jobs  related  to  televi¬ 
sion  to  get  started.  They  should  also  be  willing  to 
relocate  to  smaller  towns  to  gain  experience.  Most 
of  all,  she  added,  they  should  have  a  passion  for 
the  job,  no  matter  how  mundane  it  may  appear. 

Ting  said  she  and  Janet  Wu  have  been  the  only 
Asian-American  journalists  reporting  for  Channel 
7.  While  Wu  does  a  daily  beat,  Ting  does  a  week¬ 
ly  program.  Before  she  came  on  board,  Ting  said, 
the  station’s  two  editors  hadn’t  assigned  any  sto¬ 
ries  related  to  Asian  or  minority  issues  during 
their  10-year  tenure  at  the  station. 

Cheong  Chuck  Chow 

Cheong  Chuck  Chow  is  a  content  developer 
for  Boston  Globe  Electronic  Publishing, 
Inc.,  a  new  venture  launched  by  the  Globe 
in  1996.  As  a  content  developer,  Chow  is  responsi¬ 
ble  for  putting  material  -  text  and  graphics  -  on 
screen. 

Chow  said  he  stumbled  upon  his  new  job 
through  connections  he  made  earlier  at  the  Globe. 
“They  told  me  about  this  new  venture  while  I  was 
a  reporter  at  The  Patriot  Ledger,”  he  said. 

“When  I  first  attended  UMass/Boston  my  major 
was  in  electrical  engineering,”  Chow  said.  “I  fell 
into  the  stereotype  that  since  I  was  Chinese,  I 
should  be  good  in  math.”  After  his  second  year  in 
college,  however,  Chow  still  wasn’t  sure  what  he 
wanted  to  do,  so  he  took  some  business  courses 
and  several  computer  classes.  One  day  he  walked 
into  the  co-op  office  at  the  university,  and  a  job  at 
the  Globe  popped  up.  Although  it  was  not  related 
to  engineering,  Chow  was  interested. 

In  the  beginning,  he  said,  he  had  to  carry  a  lot 
of  coffee.  ‘T  always  believe  that  you’ve  got  to  start 
off  at  the  bottom,”  said  Chow,  who  didn’t  mind 
bringing  coffee  to  the  editors.  “I  used  to  joke  with 
the  City  Weekly  editor,  saying,  I  thought  I  had 
gotten  away  from  the  restaurant  business  when  I 
came  here,  and  now  I’m  getting  coffee.”’ 

In  his  co-op  job,  Chow  worked  the  4  p.m.-to-mid- 


night  shift.  Once  the  night  editor  got  to  know  and 
trust  him,  he  would  ask  Chow  to  check  out  stories. 
Sometimes,  he  said,  they  let  him  put  his  name  at 
the  end  of  them. 

Chow  said  he  did  a  lot  of  crime  stories  during  his 
first  year  at  the  Globe.  “But  I  also  pitched  a  lot  of 
stories,  including  one  on  an  exhibition  on 
Nanking,  which  was  organized  by  a  teacher  at  the 
Lexington  school.”  The  story  was  later  picked  up 
by  the  AP  wire  service. 

‘I’m  interested  in  culture,  and  I’m  also  very 
interested  in  my  own  culture,  being  Asian- 
American  and  being  from  Hong  Kong,”  he  said 
And  while  Chow  believes  he  filled  a  niche  at  the 
Globe  because  he  did  a  lot  of  Chinese  community 
stories,  he  said  he  also  pitched  stories  that  had 
nothing  to  do  with  Chinese  culture.  “I  wrote  a 
story  about  an  after-school  program  called 
Compass,”  he  said.  “Those  kids  did  very  well 
because  they  received  extra  help.” 

After  four  years  at  the  Globe,  Chow  went  to 
work  for  The  Patriot  Ledger  in  Quincy,  where  he 
covered  the  Asian  community  beat.  Several  of  his 
stories  concerned  Asians  and  how  they  were  being 
absorbed  into  the  community.  “I  found  there’s 
still  some  separation,”  said  Chow. 

While  Chow  is  happy  with  his  job  at  the  Globe, 
he  doesn’t  expect  it  to  pay  off  in  the  short  run 
because  it’s  still  a  relatively  new  field.  ‘It  only 
pays  off  in  terms  of  longevity,”  said  Chow,  who 
also  hopes  to  learn  more  about  programming  in 
the  future. 

Mary  Pae 

Since  she  was  in  junior  high  school,  Mary  Pae 
had  wanted  to  become  a  journalist.  ‘Tve 
always  been  a  curious  bug,  and  I  like  to  talk 
a  lot,  “  she  said. 

Born  in  South  Korea,  Pae  moved  to  the  United 
States  with  her  parents  when  she  was  2  1/2  years 
old. 

A  reporter  and  fill-in  anchor  at  Boston’s 
Channel  56,  Pae,  who  grew  up  in  Sacramento, 
California,  said  her  current  job  is  her  fourth  since 
graduating  from  college  six  years  ago.  As  a 
reporter  at  Channel  56,  Pae  is  making  in-roads 
into  one  of  the  nation’s  top  ten  broadcast  markets. 

Pae  said  her  daily  duties  at  Channel  56  include 
reporting  and  filling  in  as  anchor  when  the  regu¬ 
lar  anchor  is  out.  “Reporting  gives  me  greater  sat¬ 
isfaction  because  I  get  to  go  out  and  meet  people,” 
she  said. 

Pae  said  she  has  never  been  typecast  as  a 
reporter  who  specializes  in  Asian  American  sub¬ 
jects.  In  fact,  she  said,  she  has  often  had  to  go  out 
of  her  way  to  do  stories  that  reflect  Asian  fife. 
Eager  to  do  more  stories  related  to  the  Asian  com¬ 
munity,  Pae  has  pitched  a  number  of  stories  with 
an  Asian  spin,  including  one  about  the  Asian 
Chamber  of  Commerce  donating  food  to  the  com¬ 
munity  for  Thanksgiving.  ‘1  think  it’s  important 
to  push  for  that  kind  of  story  because  Asians  are 
often  being  perceived  as  not  giving  back,”  said 
Pae. 

Pae  believes  it’s  important  that  the  public  know 
more  about  the  racial  and  cultural  differences 
among  the  various  groups  within  the  Asian  com¬ 
munity.  She  also  b  eh  eves  journalists  should  seek 
out  more  “Asian  subjects”  and  “Asian  specialists” 
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Mary  Pae 


because  many  of  the  sources  or  subjects  on  televi¬ 
sion  still  tend  to  be  white. 

Pae  believes  that  being  an  Asian-American  defi¬ 
nitely  opens  up  some  doors  for  her.  But  “it  can  be 
a  double-edge  sword 
too,”  she  added.  If,  for 
example,  an  Asian 
anchor  already  exists, 
the  station  definitely 
doesn’t  want  to  hire 
another  Asian  reporter, 
she  said. 

The  current  president 
of  AAJA’s  Boston  chap¬ 
ter,  Pae  said  she 
receives  plenty  of  phone 
calls  from  students,  and 
her  advice  to  them  is  to 
be  patient,  work  hard, 
and  investigate  all 
options.  Finding  a  job 
may  at  times  require 
relocating  to  a  station  in 
a  city  like  Eureka,  Las  Vegas,  where  she  did  a 
two-year  stint  as  a  reporter/anchor,  she  said. 

Maria  Shao 

Maria  Shao  is  a  business  reporter  for  the 
Boston  Globe.  Hired  as  a  junior  reporter 
for  the  Wall  Street  Journal  after  complet¬ 
ing  a  summer  internship,  Shao  has  been  writing 
about  business  since  1979.  “I  guess  I’m  kind  of 
unusual,”  Shao  said.  “I  started  out  in  such  a  large 
organization.  I  was  very  lucky.” 

Shao  covered  the  commodity  market  when  she 
was  a  junior  reporter  at  the  Journal.  “I  covered 
the  futures  market  in  New  York  for  quite  a  while,” 
she  said.  “I  learned  a  lot.  It  was  a  narrow  beat 
when  I  look  back.”  But,  “you  find  ways  to  get  a 
page-one  story,”  she  said 
After  working  three  or  four  years  at  the  Journal, 
Shao  w'as  interested  in  going  overseas  to  report  on 
Asia.  In  the  mid-1980s,  she  became  a  reporter  for 
Business  Week  in  Hong  Kong.  At  that  time, 
reporting  on  Asia  was  a  different  experience  from 
what  it  is  today,  she  said.  A  place  like  Taiwan,  for 
example,  was  not  as  developed  as  it  is  now.  ‘You 
had  to  do  reporting  much  more  in  person,  you 
couldn’t  pick  up  the  phone,”  she  said.  “It  was 
much  more  time  intensive,  and  you  had  to  make  a 
bit  of  information  go  much  fur¬ 
ther.” 

Shao  said  it  was  an  interesting 
time  for  her  because  she  got  to 
write  about  every  facet  of  the  soci¬ 
ety.  She  wrote,  for  example,  about 
the  election  and  the  beginning  of 
democracy  in  Taiwan,  where  she 
was  born  and  lived  until  age  5. 

During  her  time  in  Hong  Kong, 

Shao  covered  stories  in  China, 

Hong  Kong,  Taiwan  and  the 
Philippines. 

Currently  filling  in  as  assistant 
editor/assignment  editor  for  the 
business  page,  Shao  arrived  at  the 
Globe  in  1993  after  leaving  a  job 
with  Business  Week  in  San 
Francisco. 

Christine  Shen  Maria  shao 

Christine  Shen  came  to  Boston 

from  Alabama  to  study  broadcast  journal¬ 
ism  in  the  1980s.  “I’ve  always  wanted  to  do 
writing  and  reporting,  and  I  realized  that  televi¬ 
sion  is  the  best  way  to  get  information  across  to 
people,”  said  Shen,  who  graduated  from  Boston 
University  in  1990  with  a  double  major  in  broad¬ 
cast  journalism  and  English. 

After  interning  at  several  local  television  sta¬ 
tions  during  her  student  years  and  working  five 
years  at  WGBH  as  an  administrator,  Shen  finally 
made  the  leap  to  become  associate  producer  of  sci¬ 
ence  documentaries  at  Powder  House 
Productions,  an  independent  company  located  in 
Somerville. 

“Right  now  I’m  working  on  a  show  on  guns  -  the 
super  gun  used  to  bomb  Iran  in  the  eighties,”  Shen 
said  The  documentary  explores  the  technology 
that  led  to  the  development  of  the  gun  and  where 
it  might  lead  in  the  future.  The  magazine- style 
program  is  a  science  documentary  for  the 
Discovery  Channel  to  be  aired  in  segments 
As  associate  producer,  Shen  coordinates  all 
logistics  and  legal  contracts  and  takes  care  of  the 
budgets.  The  fun  part  of  it,  she  said,  is  juggling 


many  different  tasks,  which  include  writing,  edit¬ 
ing,  shooting,  and  directing. 

Shen  said  that  while  she  had  more  security  and 
benefits  as  a  staff  member  at  a  station  like 
WGBH,  she  left  because  she  wanted  to  work 
in  production.  “I’ve  taken  a  risk,  and  I  want¬ 
ed  to  take  that  risk  because  I 
was  away  from  production  for 
five  years,”  she  said. 

According  to  Shen,  it  was 
very  difficult  to  make  the  tran¬ 
sition  from  administration  to 
production  at  WGBH.  “There 
was  a  lot  of  politics  in  there,” 
she  said,  adding  that  she  was¬ 
n’t  sure  if  being  Asian  had 
anything  to  do  with  it.  Shen 
said  she  thinks  she  was 
“pigeonholed”  as  an  adminis¬ 
trator,  even  though  she  had 
volunteered  to  do  production 
shoots.  Producers,  she  said, 


Christine  Shen 


~  tend  to  bring  in  their  own  production  people. 
Shen  said  she  had  tried  to  seek  out  mentors 
while  she  was  at  WGBH,  but  she  couldn’t  find 
any.  Diversity  in  production  was  a  touchy  subject 
at  WGBH,  she  said,  adding  that  she  experienced 
lots  of  frustrations  in  that  regard  at  the  station. 
And  while  some  gestures  were  made  by  higher- 
ups  to  address  the  problem,  there  continued  to  be 
few  Asians  working  in  production  at  the  station. 
“It  took  me  a  long  time  to  get  where  I  wanted  to 
be,  and  I  finally  left  in  frustration,”  she  added. 

Traci  Tong 

Traci  Tong  had  set  her  mind  to  become  a  for¬ 
eign  correspondent  when  she  was  a  15-year- 
old  high  school  student  in  Hawaii.  She  took 
Spanish  for  seven  years  to  prepare  herself  because 
she  wanted  to  cover  the  war  in  El  Salvador. 

Tong  said  it  isn’t  difficult  to  break  into  radio  or 
TV  journalism  if  a  person  is  willing  to  work  hard. 
In  her  line  of  work,  she  said,  possessing  good  writ¬ 
ing  skills  and  being  a  good  journalist  are  essential 
requirements. 

Tong  is  currently  director/producer  of  “The 
World,”  a  daily  international  news  program  on 
WGBH  radio.  As  news  director,  Tong’s  job  is  to 
coordinate  the  show.  “It’s  kind  of  like  running  a 
Starship  Enterprise,”  she  said.  “Basically,  my  job 
is  to  make  sure  that  the  show  is 
pulled  off  technically.  I  oversee 
the  whole  look  and  sound  of  the 
show.” 

When  not  directing,  Tong’s 
job  has  taken  her  to  the 
Philippines  and  to  Kenya  to  train 
and  work  with  The  World’s 
stringers  in  those  countries.  “The 
whole  idea  behind  the  show  is  to 
work  with  indigenous  journalists 
who  actually  live  in  those  coun¬ 
tries  where  they  report  from,  so  as 
to  prevent  what  we  call  in  our 
business  ‘parachute  journalism’,” 
she  said.  Tong  also  visits  London 
once  a  year  as  part  of  WGBH’s 
arrangement  with  the  BBC. 

When  she  was  working  in 
Dallas,  Texas,  between  1990  and 
1995,  Tong  said  she  was  always 


eager  to  cover  more  stories  related 
to  “communities  of  color.”  Texas,  she  noted,  is  a 
multicultural  state  with  large  African-American, 
Mexican-American,  and  white  populations.  “There 
was  a  lot  of  racial  strife  among  the  different  com¬ 
munities  of  color,  and  I  wanted  to  cover  it  because 
it  was  interesting  for  me  coming  from  Hawaii,  and 
not  being  exposed  to  that,”  she  said. 

Tong  said  growing  up  in  Hawaii  was  a  fortunate 
experience  for  her  because  it  allowed  her  to  be 
exposed  to  many  different  kinds  of  people.  “It  was 
not  uncommon  to  have  my  class  be  made  up  of 
Filipinos,  Chinese,  Japanese,  Caucasians,  native 
Hawaiians,  and  Portuguese.”  In  Texas,  however, 
Tong  suddenly  found  herself  in  a  “very  color-con¬ 
scious”  society  where  whites,  African-Americans, 
Mexican- Americans,  and  Asian-Americans  stayed 
within  their  own  group  “I  saw  very  little  mixing, 
and  it  was  very  striking  to  me,  and  that  was  what 
made  me  want  to  cover  those  communities,”  said 
Tong,  who  won  several  awards  for  her  coverage  of 
communities  of  color 

“I’m  proud  to  say  that  I,  along  with  the  AAJA 
chapter  in  Texas,  worked  very  well  with  journal¬ 
ists  of  color,”  Tong  said.  “Working  together  is  very 


important.  We’d  have  committee  organizations 
and  committee  forums  with  all  four  groups  of  jour¬ 
nalists  of  color,  such  as  Afro-Americans, 
Hispanics/Latinos,  Asian  Americans,  and  Native 
Americans.  Our  goals  were,  one,  to  increase 
awareness  and,  two,  to  make  sure  that  the  pie  is 

big  enough  for 
all  of  us.” 

Tong  said 
taking  college 
courses  in  jour¬ 
nalism  and 
internships  at 
local  stations 
helped  her  get 
her  foot  in  the 
door.  She  also 
worked  at  the 
university’s  stu¬ 
dent  newspaper 
and  campus 
radio  station. 

The  internships  gave  her  the  opportunity  to  go 
out  on  stories  and  learn  from  professionals. 
“That’s  the  best  place  to  learn... because  you  get 
people  there  who  are  able  to  help  you  and  give  you 
tips,”  said  Tong,  who  added  that  she  never 
received  special  treatment  because  she  was  Asian 
American  and  came  from  a  state  where  Asians 
were  in  the  majority. 

Tong  believes  that  mentors  don’t  necessarily 
have  to  be  people  you  meet  informally  outside  the 
workplace.  Even  bosses  -  if  you  respect  them  and 
trust  their  advice  -  can  provide  the  same  kind  of 
guidance.  In  Dallas,  she  said,  her  boss  -  a 
Hispanic  woman  whom  she  greatly  respected  - 
was  “very  supportive  and  helpful.”  Only  at  the 
1996  AAJA  Executive  Leadership  Conference,  she 
said,  was  she  formally  assigned  a  mentor  from 
CNN. 

Tong  has  played  a  major  role  in  publicizing 

existing  careers 
in  radio,  and  her 
goal  is  to  help 
diversify  broad¬ 
cast  newsrooms. 
In  her  14  years 
as  a  radio 
broadcaster,  she 
has  worked  con¬ 
sistently  toward 
this  goal  within 
the  AAJA.  She 
organized  stu¬ 
dent  radio  work¬ 
shops  in  Seattle 
that  eventually 
became  on-air  programs.  As  vice  president  of  the 
AAJA  chapter  in  Boston,  Tong  encourages  Asians 
to  pursue  career  opportunities  in  television, 
believing  there  are  still  too  few  Asian  faces  on 
screen. 

Although  Tong  admits  that  the  number  of 
minority  journalists  has  increased  in  the  last  10 
years,  she  remains  “aware  of  the  strides  that  we 
still  have  to  make.”  She  said  she  firmly  beheves 
that  newsrooms  should  adequately  represent  the 
commumities  they  serve  and  that  national  bureaus 
should  also  have  adequate  representation. 

‘T  think  that  Asian-Americans  have  made  a  dif¬ 
ference,”  she  said.  “They  have  increased  in  num¬ 
bers.”  But  she  added  that  it’s  an  ongoing  process. 
“I  don’t  see  pushing  for  diversity  has  to  be  some¬ 
thing  negative.  We  don’t  have  to  come  across 
aggressively,  but  we  can  be  more  assertive,”  she 
said. 

Tong  said  Asian-Americans  have  done  well  in 
California,  but  beheves  they  could  have  done  bet¬ 
ter  on  the  East  Coast.  “Even  in  Hawaii,  I  don’t  see 
many  journalists  of  color  in  the  newsrooms,”  she 
said. 

In  an  increasingly  diverse  society,  Tong  beheves 
people  shouldn’t  have  to  be  confined  to  one  box  but 
should  be  able  to  cross  racial  and  ethnic  fines.  ‘1 
think  we  need  to  be  more  cognizant  of  having  a 
greater  multiculturalism,”  she  said  “People 
aren’t  just  one  or  the  other  Look  at  Tiger  Woods: 
He  is  Hispanic-American  He  is  white  American. 
He  is  Asian-American,  as  well  as  Afro-American. 
He  represents  a  growing  number  of  our  popula¬ 
tion.” 


Traci  Tong 
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Diversify  in  the  Newsroom:  Yesterday  and  Today 


By  Cecilia  Wong 

Although  Traci  Tong  admits  that  the  num¬ 
ber  of  minority  journalists  has  increased  in 
the  last  10  years,  she  believes  they  still 
have  a  long  way  to  go. 

“As  vice-president  of  AAJA  and  vice-  president 
of  Broadcast  AAJA,  I  became  more  aware  of  the 
strides  we  still  have  to  make,”  said  Tong,  who 
firmly  believes  that  newsrooms  should  “ade¬ 
quately  represent”  the  communities  in  which 
they  serve. 

Tong  is  currently  director/producer  of  a  daily 
international  news  program  titled  The  World,  ' 
which  is  a  co-production  of  WGBH  in  Boston,  the 
BBC,  and  Public  Radio  International. 

Tong  noted  that  Asian-Americans  have  done 
well  in  California  but  could  have  done  better  on 
the  East  Coast.  “I  think  Asian-Americans  have 
made  a  difference,  in  that  they’ve  increased  in 
numbers,”  she  said. 

But  “it’s  an  on-going  process,”  said  Tong,  who 
believes  that  pushing  for  diversity  doesn’t  have 
to  be  something  negative.  “We  don’t  have  to  come 
across  aggressively,  but  we  can  be  more 
assertive,”  she  added. 

Recent  statistics  compiled  by  Professor  Robert 
Pepper  of  Ball  State  University  in  Indiana  show 
that  the  total  percentage  of  minority  broadcast¬ 
ers  in  TV  news  nationwide  is  21  percent,  com¬ 
pared  withl2  percent  in  radio.  Minorities  last 
year  made  upl9  percent  of  TV  news  workers  and 
12  percent  of  radio  workers.  The  percentage  of 


minorities  in  radio  news  remains  unchanged  over 
the  last  two  years. 

Pepper  believes  that  in  the  last  10  years,  news 
directors  nationwide  have  come  to  believe  that 
newsrooms  should  reflect  their  audiences  and 
have  made  a  conscious  effort  to  recruit  people 
who  look  like  the  city.  ‘1  think  the  reason  why 
they  have  grown  is  because  you’re  expanding  and 
hiring  a  bunch  of  new  people,”  he  said.  But  he 
added  that  the  figures  are  growing  in  TV,  while 
radio  remains  “stagnant.” 

‘TV  news  is  growing  and  they  are  adding  more 
people  to  do  it,”  he  said.  “So  that’s  why  we’re  see¬ 
ing  the  percentage  of  minorities  going  up  in  tele¬ 
vision  news.” 

“I  think  a  lot  of  progress  has  been  made  in 
terms  of  diversity  in  newsrooms,”  said  Maria 
Shao,  a  reporter  for  the  Boston  Globe’s  business 
page.  “When  I  first  started  out  in  journalism  in 
1979, 1  was  completely  a  rare  bird,”  she  said.  At 
the  time  she  was  working  at  the  Wall  Street 
Journal,  where  there  were  only  three  Asian- 
American  journalists  on  the  staff,  she  said. 

Statistics  compiled  by  the  American  Society  of 
Newspaper  Editors  (ASNE)  in  April  1988  show 
that  minorities  make  up  only  7.2  percent  of  the 
55,000  professional  journalists  who  work  at  daily 
newspapers  across  the  country.  A  comparable 
survey  conducted  by  ASNE  in  April  1997  indi¬ 
cates  that  the  total  percentage  of  minority  jour¬ 
nalists  (Afro-Americans,  Hispanics,  Asian- 
Americans  and  Native  Americans)  working  for 


dailies  is  11.4  percent,  which  is  4.4  percent  high¬ 
er  than  the  number  a  decade  ago.  However,  of 
that  11.4  percent,  Asian- American  journalists 
make  up  only  2.11  percent. 

“One  of  the  issues  I’m  really  interested  in  now 
is  how  Asian-Americans  can  move  into  manage¬ 
ment  positions,”  particularly  people  who  are  in 
mid-career  or  older,  said  Shao 

“A  lot  of  time  it’s  not  how  good  a  journalist  you 
are,  it’s  really  like,  T)o  you  have  the  manage¬ 
ment  and  political  skills  to  be  a  leader?’  °  she 
said. 

Shao  suggested  that  perception  may  also  play 
a  role  in  determining  who  gets  promoted.  Asians, 
for  example,  are  often  perceived  to  be  quiet  and 
non-aggressive.  “I  think  we  need  to  find  a  middle 
ground,”  she  said.  Asians  can  behave  in  a  way 
that  makes  them  feel  comfortable  within  their 
our  own  culture,  but  they  also  have  to  learn  to 
be  more  visible.  That  means  being  firm  and  more 
willing  to  stick  their  neck  out.  “Most  Asians 
aren’t  into  politics  and  politicking,”  she  lament¬ 
ed,  adding  that  navigating  the  two  cultures 
shouldn’t  mean  a  person  needs  to  have  “a  person¬ 
ality  transplant”  or  become  a  completely  differ¬ 
ent  person”  in  the  workplace. 

Mary  Pae,  current  president  of  AAJA’s  Boston 
Chapter  and  a  reporter  and  part-time  anchor  for 
Channel  56,  said  there  are  not  enough  Asian 
managers.  As  a  result,  a  lot  of  multicultural  and 
Asian  issues  are  not  covered  in  the  press  because 
reporters  don’t  get  the  support  they  need. 


Teachers 

John  F.  Kennedy  Family  Service  Center  is 
currently  hiring  full-time  Lead  Teachers, 
Teachers  and  Substitutes  for  preschool 
progrants.  CDA/ECE,  AS  and  OFC 
Qualified  required.  Bilingual  English/ 
Spanish  and  English/Cantonese  strongly 
encouraged  to  apply.  Resumes  should  be 
sent  to  The  Kennedy  Center,  27 
Winthrop  Street,  Charlestown,  MA 
02129. 

The  J.F.K.  Family  Center  is  an  equal 
opportunity  employer. 


MAINTENANCE  PERSON 

Full-time  maint/cleaning 
person  with  plumbing  and 
painting  experience  for  a 
residential  property  in 
Brookline.  Excellent 

benefits  including  a  401 K 
plan.  For  more  information 

Call  232-1371 


FOR  SALE 

Dry  Cleaning  &  Shirt 
Laundering  Plant,  one 
drop  store.  Brand  new 
machines,  35  miles  south 
of  Boston.  Gross  S400K 
selling  price  S300K.  Call 

(508)  880-4944. 
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TH€  BOSTON  H€AITHV  START  INITIATIVE 


In  portnarjhip  wilfi  Boston  Public  Health  Deportment 
Thomas  M  Men  mo.  Mayor 


1-800-531 -BABY  (2229) 


-in 


RNCS  -  Mental  Health  Clinical  Specialist 

Must  be  certified  to  practice  in  the  expanded  role: 

•  Child,  adolescent,  and  adult  clinic  sites  in  Lynn,  Everett  and  Malden  - 
perform,  psychopharm.  evaluations  and  med.  monitoring  in  an  enriching 
multidisciplinary  setting.  Pediatric  RNCS  must  have  required  training. 

•  Assertive  Community  Treatment,  Lowell  -  a  new  program  providing 
intensive,  mobile,  multidisciplinary  outreach  to  seriously  mentally  ill  adults 
living  in  their  homes.  Perform  med.  evaluations  and  follow-up  care. 

State  service/site  preference  in  your  cover  letter.  We  offer  competitive  sala¬ 
ries  and  excellent  benefits.  Send  resume  by  August  8  to:  Tri-City  Mental 
Health  &  Retardation  Center,  Inc.,  HR  Dept,  10  Cabot  Rd.,  Medford, 
MA  02155.  AA/E0E. 

TRI-CITY  MENTAL  HEALTH  AND 
RETARDATION  CENTER 


PROGRAMMER  ANALYST  II 


Design  and  maintain  computer  applications;  write  computer  programs;  plan 
and  perform  changes  to  existing  applications  and  create  necessary  production 
components.  Discuss  user  needs  and  translate  them  to  system  specifications. 
Provide  assistance  to  users  with  systems  problems.  Provide  emergency  recov¬ 
ery,  to  determine  cause  of  problems;  devise,  perform  and  review  required 
actions,  and  minimize  downtime.  May  be  required  to  take  off-hour  calls  for 
coverage.  Some  travel  may  be  required.  Bachelor's  degree  in  MIS  or  Computer 
Science  or  equivalent  experience.  Three  years  of  COBOL  experience. 
Familiarity  with  CICS.  Proficiency  in  JCL. 

We  offer  competitive  salaries,  exceptional  benefits,  % 

and  a  highly  collaborative  working  environment. 

Fax/mail  resume  to:  Theri  Foster,  Administrative 
Computing,  Northeastern  University,  448CP, 

360  Huntington  Avenue,  Boston,  MA  02115.  1 

Fax:  (617)  373-4354.  Northeastern  is  an  Equal 
Opportunity/Affirmative  Action,  Title  IX  Employer.  **r,H  , ,  ' 

Northeastern  University 
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IMMIGRATION  LAW 
ROBERT  J.  GAYNOR 

ATTORNEY 

One  Boston  Place 
Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  723-6200 
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Council  Set  to  Vote  on  New  Tufts  Building 


After  months  of  postponement,  the 
Chinatown  Neighborhood  Council  is  ready 
to  vote  on  Tufts  University’s  planned 
Biomedical  Research  and  Nutrition  Complex  at 
an  Aug.  4  meeting. 

The  Neighborhood  Council,  which  meets  at  6 
P.M.  at  90  Tyler  Street,  will  vote  on  the  issue  at 
the  request  of  Tufts  officials,  who  plan  to  seek 
final  project  approval  from  the  Boston 
Redevelopment  Authority  (BRA)  in  the  coming 
weeks.  The  Neighborhood  Council  can  only  make 
a  recommendation  to  the  BRA,  which  has  the 
authority  to  give  final  approval. 

Barbara  Rubel,  Tufts’s  director  of  community 
relations,  said  approval  of  the  Complex  by  the 
BRA  will  allow  Tufts  to  begin  final  preparations 
to  build  a  new  $2.2  million  South  Cove  YMCA 
shell  on  Tyler  Street,  which  is  one  of  variou  com¬ 
munity  benefits  associated  with  Tufts’s  20-year 
Master  Plan.  Other  benefits  associated  with  the 
Plan  include  jobs  and  housing  linkage  money  for 
the  community  based  on  the  square  footage  of 
new  buildings,  as  well  as  use  of  193  Harrison 
Avenue  (now  a  parking  lot)  and  203  Harrison 
Avenue  for  community  housing.  Development  of 
the  Harrison  Avenue  sites  would  be  controlled  by 
both  the  Chinatown  Neighborhood  Council  and 
the  Chinese  Consolidated  benevolent  Association 


(CCBA). 

Several  years  ago  the  Neighborhood  Council 
and  the  CCBA  approved  the  Tufts  Master  Plan, 
which  included  the  Research  and  Nutrition 
Complex  at  Harrison  Avenue  and  Harvard 
Street,  additional  construction  on  an  adjacent 
site  along  Harrison  Avenue,  the  renovation  of 
Tufts’s  M&B  building  on  Harrison  Avenue,  and 
the  possible  construction  of  a  building  on  R-l,  the 
current  site  of  the  South  Cove  YMCA. 

Despite  receiving  initial  approval,  Tufts  has 
had  difficulty  gaining  Chinatown  approval  for  the 
Research  Complex,  which  is  the  first  building  to 
be  constructed  under  the  Master  Plan.  Earlier 
this  year,  a  number  of  Chinatown  residents  com¬ 
plained  that  the  building  was  too  large  and  ques¬ 
tioned  whether  research  going  on  there  would 
pose  a  danger  to  the  community. 

A  number  of  Council  members  also  argued  that 
the  building  was  too  high  and  that  the  University 
had  failed  to  adequately  explain  that  mechanical 
equipment  at  the  top  did  not  have  to  be  figured 
into  the  structure’s  maximum  allowable  height. 
They  also  questioned  the  size  of  a  bridge  over 
Harvard  Street  that  will  connect  the  new  build¬ 
ing  to  an  adjacent  Tufts  building. 

The  proposed  Research  Complex  has  nine  sto¬ 
ries  (129’  or  165’  with  mechanicals)  on  the  section 


facing  Harrison  Avenue,  and  five  stories  (74’)  on 
the  piece  along  Tyler  Street.  At  last  month’s 
Neighborhood  Council  meeting,  Tufts  officials 
said  they  are  exploring  the  possibility  of  building 
an  entrance  on  Tyler  Street  to  make  the  building 
more  community  friendly.  The  university  will 
also  investigate  the  possibility  of  widening  the 
sidewalk  on  Harvard  Street,  and  it  has  agreed  to 
eliminate  one  level  of  the  five-story  bridge,  which 
now  starts  at  the  fourth  floor. 

One  Council  member  suggested  that  many 
members  of  the  21-member  Council  have  yet  to 
make  up  their  mind  on  how  they  plan  to  vote  on 
the  issue  this  month.  ‘1  still  haven’t  made  up  my 
mind,”  said  Wilson  Lee,  a  Council  member  and 
the  president  of  the  CCBA.  “There  are  definitely 
people  against;  there  are  people  for.”  He  suggest¬ 
ed  that  many  hospital  supporters  on  the  Council 
are  associated  with  the  South  Cove  YMCA. 

The  YMCA  would  lease  the  new  YMCA  shell 
from  the  Chinatown  community  and  raise  funds 
to  outfit  it.  The  new  building  would  be  owned  and 
controlled  by  a  community  trust  appointed  by  the 
Mayor.  Members  of  the  trust  include  Paul  Chan, 
William  D.  Chin,  Mark  Chin,  Nancy  Yee 
Solomon,  Paul  Lee,  Mary  Soo  Hoo,  and  Wilson 
Lee.  -R.O. 
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Orient  Lines- 


It's  the  most  exciting 
film  festival  to  hit  the  really  big 
screen.  We're  celebrating  the 
tenth  anniversary  of  the  Mugar 
Omni  Theater  with  five 
incredible  films  showing  daily 
throughout  the  summer. 

Same  day  discounts  are  available. 
For  tickets  call  (617)723-2500. 


My  parents  went 
to  Kuwait  Antarctica, 
the  Grand  Canyon, 
Africa  and  the  Mayan 
Ruins  and  all  l  got 
was  this  lousy  t-shirt. 


This  position  is  available  in  Boston,  with  some  statewide  travel. 
The  salary  range  is  $56,000  -  $83,000,  commensurate  with 
experience,  with  an  excellent  fringe  benefit  package.  Mail  or  fax 
your  resume  with  a  one-page  writing  sample  to  Personnel 
Manager,  20  Ashburton  Place,  Boston,  MA  02108 
(Fax  617-742-7360)  by  August  8,  1997. 

Government  Relations 
Specialist 

Massachusetts  Teachers  Association,  a  non-profit,  advocacy 
organization  seeks  candidates  who  have  experience  with  the  legislative 
process  and  in  political  organizing.  Essential  requirements  are  a 
Bachelor’s  degree;  strong  interpersonal  skills;  superior  analytical 
skills;  persuasive  verbal  and  writing  talents;  experience  in  developing 
political  strategies;  ability  to  motivate  and  train  volunteers;  familiarity 
with  the  legislative  process;  attention  to  detail  and  follow-through; 
ability  to  plan/organize  time  and  assignments;  capacity  to  work  long 
hours,  nights  and  weekends,  with  access  to  transportation  on  short 
notice.  Ability  to  use  common  business  computer  applications,  recent 
experience  as  a  legislative  agent  and  knowledge  of  public  employee 
statutes  preferred. 
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Association 


An  equal  opportunity  employer 

Women  and  minorities  are  encouraged  to  apply. 


Coordinator  Health  Services 
(Full-time  MCCC/MTA  position) 

Resp:  Will  provide  overall  health  care  counseling  to  BHCC  students. 
Responsible  for  planning  and  implementing  educational  health  programs, 
seminars,  and  workshops  promoting  healthy  lifestyles.  Evaluates  and  treats 
minor  injuries  and  illnesses.  Provides  and  coordinates  various  screening 
activities  including  tuberculosis  testing  to  meet  state  requirements.  Responds 
with  Campus  Police  to  medical  emergencies  and  major  medical  events. 
Provides  health  clearances  for  nursing  and  allied  health  students.  Responsible 
for  general  activities  related  to  clinic  operations.  Evaluates  and  issues 
handicap  parking  permits.  Will  be  required  to  work  two  evenings  per  week 
within  the  thirty-seven  and  half  hour  work  week.  Establishes  and  implements 
Health  Services  policies  and  procedures  in  consultation  with  the  Associate 
Dean  of  Student  Support  policies  and  procedures  in  consultation  with  the 
Associate  Dean  of  Student  Support  Services.  Qualf:  Registered  licensed  Nurse 
required.  Bachelor’s  in  health  related  field.  Master's  degree  preferred. 
Previous  employment  in  a  community  college  system  a  plus. 

Salary:  434,374.00  -  $38,054.00 
Starting  Date:  September  1, 1997 

To  apply  send  resume  and  cover  letter  to: 

Human  Resources 
Bunker  Hall  Community  College 
250  new  Rutherford  Ave 
Boston,  MA  02129-2991 

Bunker  Hill  Community  College  is  an  Affirmative  Action/Equal 
Opportunity  Employer.  Women,  people  of  color,  persons  with 
disabilities  and  others  are  strongly  encouraged  to  apply. 
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Sampan  is  a  non-profit,  non-partisan,  biweek¬ 
ly  newspaper  published  by  the  Asian  American  Civic 
Association.  Sampan  is  free  and  is  distributed  in 
Chinatown  and  the  Greater  Boston  area. 

Sampan  welcomes  all  donations,  which  are 
tax-deductible.  Send  letters  to  the  editor,  commen- 
tanes,  calendar  events  and  advenising  for  publica¬ 
tion  to  90  Tyler  St.,  Boston,  MA  02111 
(617)426-9492. 

Advertising  Rates:  $10  per  column  inch; 
$160  per  quarter  page;  $290 per  half page.  There  are 
surcharges  for  translation  and/or  typesetting.  Dis¬ 
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Clinical  opportunities  available  in  a  large,  multi-site,  managed  care 
oriented  outpatient  practice  north  of  Boston,  serving  both  public  and 
privately  insured  populations  with  a  wide  range  of  needs: 

Staff  positions  -  Child  and  Adolescent 

FT  L1CSW  in  Medford/Everett:  some  outreach  to  schools 

PT  (20  hr.)  LCSW  in  Lynn:  provide  treatment  to  sexually  abused  youth  referred 

by  DSS 

FFS  positions 

Child  and  adolescent:  PhD,  L1CSW  and/or  LCSW  for  sites  in  Medford  and  Lynn 
and  school  outreach 

Adult:  PhD  or  L1CSW  for  Lynn  site:  experience  with  seriously  mentally 
ill  required 

Elders:  PhD  or  UCSW  for  Everett  and  community  outreach 

Must  be  licensed  and  third  party  reimbursable;  familiarity  with  public 
and  private  managed  care  systems  preferred;  bilingual/bicultural  skills 
(HispanicAietnamese/Cambodian)  a  plus.  Please  state  preferred  service/sites 
in  cover  letter. 

We  offer  competitive  salaries  and  excellent  benefits.  Send  resume  by 

August  8  to:  Tri-City  Mental  Health  A  Retardation  Center,  Inc.,  HR  Dept., 
10  Cabot  Rd.,  Medford,  MA  02155.  AA/E0E. 

TRI-CITY  MENTAL  HEALTH  AND 
RETARDATION  CENTER 
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CALENDAR/NEWS 


CALENDAR 

28th  Annual  August  Moon  Festival:  August  17,  on  the  streets  of 
Boston’s  Chinatown.  The  sidewalks  of  Chinatown  will  be  transformed 
into  an  outdoor  marketplace.  Taste  exotic  foods  from  a  variety  of  Asian 
cultures,  buy  Asian  arts  and  crafts,  and  learn  about  Asian  community 
organizations.  Attend  an  open  air  performance  of  Chinese  opera,  Thai 
dances,  martial  arts,  and  the  traditional  Lion  dance  at  Noon.  Admission 
is  free. 

Asian  Health  Collaborative  Hepatitis  B  Workshop:  Aug.  8,  12 
noon  to  1  P.M.  at  the  Quincy  Tower,  5  Oak  St.  West,  Chinatown;  Aug. 

12  from  10:30-11:30  A  M.,  at  Hong  Lok  House,  25-31  Essex  St., 
Chinatown,  and  Aug.  8,  10:30-11:30  A  M.,  Brighton  House,  677 
Cambridge  St.,  Brighton.  Teresa  Wong  (RN)  will  be  the  speaker  at  the 
workshops.  Learn  about  the  symptoms,  diagnoses,  causes,  and  treat¬ 
ment  of  Hepatitis  B.  For  more  information  call  Garrett  Tu  at  423-7560. 

“Enter  the  Fat  Dragon:  The  Films  of  Sammo  Hung”:  Aug.  15-29, 
at  the  Boston  Museum  of  Fine  Arts.  For  information  call  369-3770 

Chinatown  Neighborhood  Council  Meeting.  Aug.  4  at  6  P.M.  at 
90  Tyler  Street  in  Boston  Chinatown,  Chinatown  Safety  Committee 
Meeting:  The  first  Wednesday  of  every  month  at  10  A  M.  at  90  Tyler 
St.  in  Chinatown. 

8th  Annual  Summer  Musical  Festival:  August  3  to  24  at  the 
Walnut  Hill  School,  12  Highland  St.,  Natick,  and  at  The  Hatch  Shell  on 
Boston’s  Esplanade  (Concert  with  the  Longwood  Symphony  Summer 
Orchestra  August  20  at  7:30  P.M.  only).  Admission  is  $5,  except  for  the 
Hatch  Shell  concert,  which  is  free.  For  info,  contact  the  Foundation  for 


Chinese  performing  Arts  at  259-8195. 

One  Art  Form  Two  Cultures:  July  31  through  Sept.  18  at  the 
Chinese  Culture  Institute,  276  Tremont  St.,  Boston.  Reception  Aug.  14, 
5:30-7:30  P.M.  A  performance  art  piece  will  be  done  by  Chia  Ti  Chiu  at 
6  P.M.  The  work  of  nine  artists  -  four  Asian  and  five  non-Asian  -  will  be 
on  display  in  this  exhibit. 

NEWS  IN  BRIEF 

Chauncy  House  Receives  Funding 

US  Housing  Secretary  Andrew  Cuomo  announced  last  month  that 
more  than  $45.5  million  has  been  awarded  to  preserve  894  units  of 
affordable  housing  across  Massachusetts,  including  $4.8  million  to  pur¬ 
chase  Chauncy  House  in  Boston  Chinatown. 

The  funds  will  assist  resident  organizations  and  community  non-prof¬ 
it  groups  seeking  to  purchase  and  renovate  affordable  housing  develop¬ 
ments  subsidized  by  the  Federal  Housing  Administration  (FHA). 

Funds  announced  for  Massachusetts  include  $4.8  million  to  allow  the 
purchase  of  the  87-unit  Chauncy  House  elderly  housing  complex  by  the 
Woodboume  Community  Housing  Corporation,  a  collaborative  effort  of 
tenants  and  a  non-profit  group.  The  development  is  a  high-rise  complex 
located  on  Chauncy  Street  in  Chinatown. 

Cuomo  was  in  Boston  last  month  for  a  two -day  White  House 
Community  Empowerment  Board  Conference  attended  by  Vice- 
President  A1  Gore  and  community  leaders  and  government  officials. 

mmmmm  ,  ,  -  m  m  M  M&  m 


/ 


Boston's  Public  University 


Over  90  Fields  of  Study 

Undergraduate  •  Graduate 
•  Professional  Programs 

Days  •  Evenings  •  Saturdays 

90  mnm 

Call  now  to  receive  a 
free  course  booklet. 
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617.287.3944 

www.umb.edu 


Interested  in  advancing  your  career? 
Enroll  in  a  class  or  two  this  fall! 


fa: 


“ Teachers  who  care,  courses  that 
empower;  students  and  communities 
creating  new  lives  together.  ” 

Dr.  Peter  Kiang 
Associate  Professor 
Education  and 
Asian  American  Studies 
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WESTON,  Spacious  brick  front  Contemporary  offers  6,000 
square  feet  of  living  space.  Nine  rooms,  plus  a  3  room  apartment 
great  for  extended  family,  rental  income  or  a  professional  suite. 
Features  a  family  room  with  cathedral  ceiling,  lovely  patio, 
screened  porch,  and  a  beautiful,  large  wooded  lot.  $719,000. 

WELLESLEY,  Located  in  one  of  Wellesley's  most  desirable 
neighborhoods,  this  wonderful  home  offers  6/10  acre  of  lovely 
grounds.  Offers  a  beautiful  and  spacious  kitchen  with  granite 
counters,  4-5  bedrooms,  2  family  rooms,  possible  au  pair  suite, 
sunroom  and  patio.  Great  location.  $549,900. 


COLDUieLL 

BANKER  □ 


RESIDENTIAL  REAL  ESTATE 

HUNNEMAN 
&  COMPANY 


71  Central  Street 
Wellesley,  MA 
(617)  237-9090 
http://mvw.hunneman.com 


J.  S.  Waterman  +  Sons 

J.S.  Waterman  +  Sons  -  Eastman  -  Waring  Funeral  Service 
Affiliated  Family  Funeral  Homes  Since  1832 
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0  S  i®  4  Kenneth  F.  Bennett  Senior  Counselor  and  Funeral  Director 

ft  m  :  mmmmm  1002  %  m  ts  :  338-7328 

J# — ¥  tUM 


■aU-iuS.  s  ^  aT  m  up  x  ^  ,  mp&bS 

<  it  ra  /Mt  k  *  •  &  @  «  it  *8  ffl  a  ) 


M 

JfJ 

m 

m 


&  *  s  If|  *  &  :  1-800-344-7526 


m  m  *  m  m  m  n 
»  ai  £  m  nl  H  M  1+  §J  if  s?  m 


ft 

m 

iff 


Quincy 

(617)  472-1*1 37 
576  Hancock  Si 
86  Copeland  Si 

Deware  Funeral 
Home 


Boston 

(617)5364110 
495  Commonwealth  Avc 

J.  S.  Waterman  & 
Sons  -  Waring 


Other  locations  1-800-344-7526 
(Reach  All  Locations) 
Wellesley  -  Sudbury  - 
Fall  River  -  Lynn 

Fairhavcn  -  Dartmouth  -  New  Bedford 
Framingham  -  Peabody  - 
Norwood  -  Marblehead 


Director 

Office  of  Computer  Services  (OCS) 
Reporting  to  the  Associate  Dean  for  Finance  and 
Administration,  the  Director  will  provide  institutional 
leadership  and  direction  for  HDS  regarding  IT  and 
must  be  able  to  work  closely  and  effectively  with 
faculty,  staff  students,  senior  administrators.  University 
colleagues  The  Director  will  supervise  OCS  staff  and 
be  directly  responsible  for  HDS  IT  infrastructure  and 
administrative  computing  support,  will  work  closely 
with  faculty  members.  Library  staff  and  others  in 
supporting  instructional  technology  initiatives  We 
seek  candidates  with  solid  technical  knowledge,  with 
the  capacity  to  anticipate,  identify,  and  articulate  issues 
and  the  ability  to  propose  and  implement  creative 
solutions  at  a  vanety  of  levels,  all  m  the  context  of 
limited  resources,  and,  above  all,  with  energy,  vision, 
creativity  and  good  humor.  Minimum  of  6  years’ 
related  experience,  BA  required,  MA  preferred.  Must 
have  solid  grasp  of  institutional  issues  including 
infrastructure  applications,  hardware  and  software 
Must  be  an  articulate,  advocate  for  and  expert 
practitioner  of  user  support.  Supervisory  and 
management  experience,  familiarity  with  higher 
education  IT  environment  required. 

Send  cover  letter  with  resume  to  Nancy  Crimes, 
Manager  of  Human  Resources,  HDS,  45  Francis 
Avenue,  Cambridge,  MA  0213«.  EOE. _ 


Staff  Assistant  (Part  Time) 

You  will  perform  a  wide  array  of 
administrative  duties,  assist  with  the 
preparation  and  tracking  of  budgets, 
and  research  various  subject  matters 
when  appropriate,  a  Bachelor's  de¬ 
gree  or  equivalent  and  excellent  in¬ 
terpersonal  and  word  processing 
skills  are  required.  Microsoft  experi¬ 
ence  and  familiarity  with  Windows 
preferred. 

Please  send  or  fax  resumes  by  Au¬ 
gust  8,  1997  to  the  attention  of: 

One  Kendall  Square, 
Building  1500, 
Cambridge,  MA  02139  or 
fax  to:  (617)621-0291 
EOE 
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The  Public  Schools  of 
Brookline,  Massachusetts 


•  .6  (.4  CAD  and  .2  Woodworking  9-12) 
•  1.0  Speech  and  Language  K-8 

Deadline  for  filing;  August  4, 1997 

Please  send  cover  letter,  resume,  and  three  letters  of  reference  to: 
Dr.  William  B.  Ribas,  Director  of  Personnel, 

333  Washington  Street,  Brookline,  MA  02146. 

An  Affirmative  Action/  Equal  Opportunity  Employer 


We  are  certified  to  take  fingerprints 

PHOTO 

FINGERPRINT 

FOR 

CITIZENSHIP/  GREEN  CARD 

^  -JMlf  AJ  f' 


Service  Hours:  Monday  -  Friday 
9:00  a.m.  -  5  p.m. 

Saturdays  by  Appointment 
Call  (617)  426-9492 

Asian  American  Civic  Association 

(INS  designated  Fingerprinting  Service  Provider) 

90  Tyler  Street,  Boston,  MA  02111 
(Chinatown,  Boston) 
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Trans-Pacific  Travel 
99  Harrison  Ave.  ,  Boston,  MA  02111 
TEL:  (617)451-3478 
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Trans- Pacific  Travel 
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Trans- Pacific  Travel 

99  Harrison  Ave.  ,  Boston,  MA  02111 
TEL:  (617)451-3478 
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Eurasia  Furniture  Inc. 


216  Lincoln  St.,  Boston,  MA  02111 

Tel:  617-350-0128 
Fax:  617-350-0099 
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ASIAN  AMERICAN 
BANK  &  TRUST 
COMPANY 
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Robert  Gau 


Direct:  (617)338-0283 
Toll  Free:  (800)790-5446 
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Certified  Batterer's  Co-Leader 

Group  co-leader  for  DPH  certified  Batterer's  Intervention  Program.  Run  groups, 
maintain  partners  contracts,  write  summary  reports.  Opportunity  for  expansion 
and  advancement.  Must  be  experienced  in  group  process  and  be  a  certified 
batterer’s  counselor. 

LICSW 

UCSW  needed  for  Lynn  intake  service.  Provide  diagnostic  assessments  and 
evaluations,  multidisciplinary  team  review,  work  with  managed  care  and 
state  agencies. 

BA  Counselor 

Counselor  within  short-term  Crisis  Stabilization  Program  for  adults  and  adoles¬ 
cents.  Provide  support,  case  management,  and  treatment  planning.  Full-time  days. 
BA  degree  and  related  experience  required. 

On-Call  Master's  Clinician 

Expanding  Emergency  Services  Program  needs  Master's  level  on-call 
clinicians  to  provide  emergency  diagnostic  assessments.  Master's  in  Social  Work, 
Psychology,  or  related  field. 

We  offer  competitive  salaries  and  excellent  benefits.  Send  resume  by 

August  8  to:  Tri-City  Mental  Health  &  Retardation  Center,  Inc.,  HR  Dept., 
10  Cabot  Rd„  Medford,  MA  02155.  AA/EOE. 

TRI-CITY  MENTAL  HEALTH  AND 
RETARDATION  CENTER 
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PROJECT  COORDINATOR 

Asian  Community  Development  Corporation 
and  the  Coalition  to  Protect  Chinatown 


Seek  to  hire  a  project  coordinator  to  organize  and 
coordinate  their  joint  community  development 
planning  project.  180  hours  of  work  over  a  13-26 
week  period.  Salary  range:  $28,000  -  30,000  com¬ 
mensurate  with  experience  and  skills. 

Bachelor's  degree  or  equivalent  experience. 
Experience  developing  and  implementing  a 
detailed  program  design,  supervising  and  evaluat¬ 
ing  project  activities  and  staff,  and  managing  a 
budget  is  required.  Familiarity  with  housing 
development,  real  estate,  community-based 
organizations,  and  low-income  linguistic  minority 
and  immigrant  populations  is  desirable.  Preference 
will  be  given  to  qualified  applicants  with  bilingual 
Cantonese-English  skills.  Affirmative  Action/ 
Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 

Send  or  Fax  Resumes  to: 

Asian  Community  Development  Corporation 
888  Washington  Street,  Suite  102 
Boston,  MA  02111-1426 
Fax:  (617)  482-3056 
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The  Public  Schools  of 
Brookline,  Massachusetts 


.5  ESL  Teacher,  K-8  II 

•  .25  ESL  Writing  Teacher, 

9th  Grade 

•  Elementary  Bilingual  Aides 
.8  Hebrew,  .8  Korean,  .8 

Japanese,  .8  Chinese 

Candidates  should  send  a  letter  of  interest, 
resume,  and  three  letters  of  recommendation 
by  July  30, 1997  to:  William  B.  Ribas, 

Director  of  Personnel,  333  Washington 
Street,  Brookline,  MA  02146. 

An  Equal  Opportunity  Employer 


Clerk  of  tke  Al 


iimnae 


Board 


iley  College  is  currently  seeking  applicants  for  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  Clerk  of  the  Alumnae  Board  in  the  Board  of 


Wellesley 

:  oflhe  Alumnae  Board  in  1 
Admission.  Responsible  for  the  management  of  all  meetings 
of  the  Alumnae  Board  of  Directors  ana  provides  and/or 
arranges  necessary  staff  support  for  the  Association's 
President  and  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors.  Develops 
and  maintains  calendars,  schedules  and  arranges  meetings 
and  coordinates  travel,  housing  and  reimbursement  arrange¬ 
ments  for  board  members.  Creates  and  produces  the 
Alumnae  Board  Handbook  and  the  Alumnae  Office 
Handbook.  Oversees  events  and  projects  such  as  Senior 
Breakfast,  Young  Alumnae  Trustee  Elections  and  the  Malone 
Scholars  program. 

Requirements:  BA  preferred.  Strong  administrative,  interper¬ 
sonal  and  office  skills;  excellent  verbal  and  written  communi¬ 
cation  skills,  computer  literacy;  important  that  the  candidate 
be  highly  professional,  able  to  respect  confidential  informa¬ 
tion,  work  well  as  a  member  of  a  small  office  team  and  enjoy 
working  with  volunteer  leaders. 

If  interested,  send  cover  letter  and  resume  to:  Carolyn  M.  Slaboden, 
Employment  Specialist,  SP1,  Wellesley  College,  Wellesley,  MA  02181. 
For  fullest  consideration  applications  should  be  submitted  by  8/8/97. 

Wellesley  College  especially  welcomes  applications 
from  ethnic  minorities. 

Wellesley  College 
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Congregational 
Retirement  Homes,  Inc. 


1=) 


EQUAL  MOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ELP  %  %  m  ffl  35  X  1 

Power  English  for  Senior  Citizens 

Create  a  mini-bilingual-dictionary  yourself 

>  mm®#/ 

&  ’  &  is  Hue  {@3!  £3=15  ' 

’  m  n  ±  - 

/j\  ffi  iBi  *  m  m  0  a  *  —  m  e  a  « t  m  $  'J'  bs 

nmsoft  • 

± m hi  s  si  —  sni e  ’  • 

1^45: 

ffi sfe 46 :  +  +  ^ 

llBi  :  9/8  »  9/15  »  9/22  »  9/29  ^ 

ifeih  :  mt%^30«3# 

mis  :  617-350-7566 


Career  Counselor 

34  Hrs/wk  +  bens.,  evenings, 
GED  and  admissions  exp. 
pref.,  starts  Sept.  1,  send  cover, 
resume,  3  refs  by  8/1  to  Per¬ 
sonnel  Office,  RCC,  1234 
Columbus  Ave.  Roxbury 
02120  EOEJAA/5 04. 

GED  Examiner 

18  Hrs/wk,  3  eves  &  1  Sat. 
Req./month.,  Bachelors  + 
Bilingual  Eng/Spanish  req’d., 
starts  ASAP,  send  cover  & 
resume  to  T.  Brotvn,  GED  Of¬ 
fice,  RCC,  1234  Columbus 
Ave.  Roxbury  02120.  EOEJ 
AA/504 
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Project  Director 

Public-private  Collaborative  committed  to 
lead  poisoning  prevention  seeks  Director. 
Candidates  must  have  good  oral  and 
written  communication  skills.  Experience 
with  organizing  and  public  policy 
advocacy,  urban  environmental  issues  and 
Boston  neighborhoods  highly  desired. 
Salary:  S32-36K  or  commensurate  with 
experience.  Mail  resume  and  cover  letter 
by  September  10  to  LAC  Search 
Committee,  c/o  62  Summer  Street, 
Boston,  MA  021 10 


Teacher 

Acorn  Child  Care  seeks 
Cantonese/English  teacher 
for  Toddler  Classroom. 

Full  time  with  benefits; 
formal  training  and  preschool 
experience  required.  Call 
Bernadette  635-5261 
Maura  635-5263. 
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PINE  STREET  INN 


New  England's  best  known  provider  of  services  to  homeless  men,  women  and 
children  nas  dynamic  opportunities  in  Psychiatric  Services  and  Men's  Unit  Clinic 

PSYCHIATRIC  NURSE  -  We  are  seeking  an  empathebc,  experienced 
Psychiatric  Nurse  who  works  well  in  a  non-clinical  setting  to  provide  services  to 
treatment  of  resistant  homeless  mentally  ill.  You  must  be  a  licensed  RN  with  a 
Master's  Degree  in  psychiatric  nursing  and  have  a  minimum  of  2  years  post 
Master's  experience  in  Community  Mental  Health.  On-site  clinical  supervision 
provided.  (7am-3:30pm  Mon-Fri.  Req. #97-88) 

LICENSED  RNS  -  Our  fast-paced  Nurse's  Clinic  has  a  32  &  24  hour  position 
focusing  on  emergency  treatment,  relation  building,  and  primary  care.  You  must 
be  a  licensed  RN.  Case  management,  med-surg,  and  mental  health  are  a  plus.  2 
years  of  nursing  experience  preferred.  (32  hour  12-8:30pm  and  24  hour  1130- 
8 :00pm;  both  rotating  schedules) 

RELIEF  COUNSELORS  -  We  are  in  need  of  relief  staff  to  support  our  shelter 
facilities.  To  be  considered,  you  must  have  effective  communication  skills,  be  able 
to  set  limits  and  work  as  a  team  member.  High  school  diploma  and  experience  in 
human  service  preferred. 

Pine  Street  offers  a  competitive  salary  commensurate  with  experience  and  a  com¬ 
prehensive  benefit  package  for  the  full-time  and  part-time  positions.  Interested 
candidates  are  asked  to  send  two  copies  of  cover  letter  and  resume  to  Pine  Street 
Inn,  Human  Resources  Department,  434  Hamson  Avenue,  Boston,  MA  02118. 
Affirmative  Action/ Equal  Opportunity  Employer 


OFC  Certified  Teacher 

The  Brookline  Recreation  Department  is 
currently  seeking  an  OFC  certified  teacher 
for  its  morning  play  program.  The  program 
begins  on  September  8,  1997  through  mid- 
June  1998.  19.5  hours  per  week  @$10.00  per 
hour.  Send  resume  by  August  12  to  Personnel 
Director,  Town  of  Brookline,  333  Washington 
Street,  Brookline,  MA  02146. 

An  Affirmative  Action/Equal  Opportunity  Employer 


(2)  Clerk  Ill  positions 
Financial  Aid  office 

Resp  performs  clerical  duties  including  typing, 
filing,  phones,  and  light  writing  with  excellent 
grasp  of  spelling,  punctuation  and  arithmetic  as 
well  as  communication  skills  Will  assist 
students  in  processing  then  applications 

Qualif:  Applicants  must  have  at  least  two  years 
of  full-time,  equivalent  part-time,  experience  in 
office  work 

Salary  $395  04/wk-  $496  20/ wk 
Starting  Date  August  15,  1997. 

To  apply  send  resume  and  cover  letter  to 
Human  Resources 
Bunker  Hall  Community  College 
250  new  Rutherford  Ave 
Boston.  M A  02129-2991 

Bunker  HtU  Community  College  u  an  affirmative 
Ac  lion/ Equal  Opportunity  Employer  Women,  peo¬ 
ple  of  color,  person]  with  disabilities  and  others  are 
strongly  encouraged  to  apply 
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QuincyHospital 

Where  Exceptional  People  Are  No  Exception. 


At  Quincy  Hospital,  we're  dedicated  to  providing  high  quality 
healthcare  to  the  community  of  Quincy  and  the  surrounding  areas. 
Our  approach  is  based  on  respect,  both  for  patients  and  employees. 
Every  professional  on  our  team  is  dedicated  to  the  relentless  pursuit 
of  quality  and  takes  pride  in  our  success. 


Quincy  Hospital  is  currently  recruiting  for  the  following  positions: 

REGISTERED  NURSES 

experienced  in  the  following  areas: 

EMERGENCY  DEPARTMENT 

MED/SURG 

CRITICAL  CARE 


REGISTERED  DIETITIAN  (ON-CALL) 
RESPIRATORY  THERAPIST 
SPEECH-LANGUAGE  PATHOLOGIST  (ON-CALL) 
TUMOR  REGISTRAR  (PER  DIEM) 

REGISTERED  ULTRASONOGRAPHER 

Candidates  must  be  fluent  in  English  and  Cantonese. 
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At  Quincy  Hospital  our  greatest  accomplishments  are  the  ones  we 
make  together.  Quincy  Hospital  offers  an  excellent  compensation 
and  benefits  package.  Please  forward  your  resume  to:  Department 
of  Human  Resources,  Quincy  Hospital,  114  Whitwell  St.,  Quincy, 
MA.  02169. 

We  encourage  you  to  visit  our  booth  at  the  AUGUST  MOON 
FESTIVAL  on  Sunday,  August  3,  1997  at  North  Quincy  High 
School  in  Quincy  and  August  17,  1997  at  Chinatown  in  Boston. 


’  wiiWfetiJiiflflJ  :  Department  of  Human 
Resources,  Quincy  Hospital,  1 14  Whitwell  St.,  Quincy,  MA  02169  o 
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